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Rising to the Challenge: When
Extremes Become the New
Normal
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Even a wounded world is

feeding us. Even a wounded |/, /!

world holds us, giving us
moments of wonder and j Joy !
' I choose j joy over despair.

Not because I have my head ‘%
in the sand, but because j joy i
is what the Earth gives me
daily and I must return the

gift.

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER
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Adapting

to Climate
Change

Water efficiency
enhances resilience to

droughts, floods, and
rising sea levels.
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WATER SUPPLY
DISRUPTIONS

Helps communities
manage water shortages
due to climate-related
events (wildfires,
flooding, etc.).

PROTECTING RIVERS & LAKES

Efficiency helps maintain
stream flows and lake levels
that are threatened by
droughts.

AGRICULTURE

Efficient irrigation
supports food production
with less water.

RISING SEA LEVELS

Water efficiency helps reduce

groundwater withdrawals,
preventing land subsidence
and saltwater intrusion—

crucial for coastal communities

vulnerable to sea level rise
from climate change.

RESILIENT LANDSCAPES

Native plants and drought-
tolerant landscaping are
better suited to withstand
droughts and wildfires.

MINIMIZE FLOODING

More efficient water use
increases sewer capacity
during heavy rains.

DROUGHT MANAGEMENT

As climate change increases
the frequency and severity of
drought, saving water remains
the most affordable solution
to water scarcity.
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Water Efficiency’s Role in Addressing Climate Change Fact Sheet - Alliance for Water Efficiency



https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/water-efficiencys-role-in-addressing-climate-change-fact-sheet/
https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/water-efficiencys-role-in-addressing-climate-change-fact-sheet/
https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/water-efficiencys-role-in-addressing-climate-change-fact-sheet/
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Extreme Weather in Los Angeles
Terrence McCarthy, P.E.



Cataria s 5

Historical Imports

Water Project

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power

Sierra Nevada Mountains
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Recycling

LA Aqueduct
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Colorado River
Aqueduct
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Serve water and power to ~4 million
people

Service area over 470 square miles
Approximately 426 MGD delivered to
over 740,000 services

Multiple water supply sources largely
dependent on snowpack/runoff from
Sierra Nevada mountains

L A Los Angeles
Department of
DWP Water & Power



Weather Extremes

Los Angeles
Department of

DWP Water & Power




FORT WORTH.

City of Fort Worth Water
Population: 1,001,741
Wholesale Population: 454,704

* lce Storm Uri February 11-27, 2021

* Lowest temperature since 1983

« More main breaks in one week than in a typical
year (over 720)

« Complete power and operations lost at 4 of 5
water treatment plants




FORT WORTH.
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Massachusetts: What's “Normal”?

UNITED STATES:
NEW ENGLAND
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Massachusetts: Recent Extremes

MASSACHUSETTS DROUGHT STATUS

Drought status declared September 9, 2024
(effective until updated)
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Extremely rapid onset Fall/winter Historically high Unprecedented low Record low
& intensification droughts fire activity Precipitation Streamflows
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Drought status declared October 11, 2024
(effective untl updated)
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MASSACHUSETTS DROUGHT STATUS'

Drought status effective: November 1, 2024
(effective until updated)
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Reminders & What’s Next

Thank you all for participating in this session!

* CEUs: AWWA CA-NV Water Use Efficiency Practitioner and Irrlgatlon
Association

American Water Works Association

California-Nevada Section % %8 ¢

* Next: Restaurant Roundup!

e Day 2 of Symposium will kick off tomorrow with breakfast starting at

8:00 am! If you're leaving tomorrow, please leave your luggage with the B

hotel concierge if possible.




Thank You to Our Sponsors
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