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Extreme Weather in Los Angeles
Terrence McCarthy, P.E.



Los Angeles Department of Water and Power

• Serve water and power to ~4 million 
people

• Service area over 470 square miles
• Approximately 426 MGD delivered to 

over 740,000 services
• Multiple water supply sources largely 

dependent on snowpack/runoff from 
Sierra Nevada mountains



Weather Extremes



City of Fort Worth Water
Population: 1,001,741
Wholesale Population: 454,704

 
• Ice Storm Uri February 11-27, 2021

• Lowest temperature since 1983

• More main breaks in one week than in a typical 

year (over 720)

• Complete power and operations lost at 4 of 5 

water treatment plants





Climate Normals (1991-2020)- Boston Area

Massachusetts: What’s “Normal”?



Massachusetts: Recent Extremes

August 1, 2024

September 1, 2024

November 1, 2024

Extremely rapid onset 
& intensification

Fall/winter 
droughts

Historically high 
fire activity

Unprecedented low 
Precipitation

Record low 
Streamflows



Reminders & What’s Next 

Thank you all for participating in this session!

• CEUs: AWWA CA-NV Water Use Efficiency Practitioner and Irrigation 
Association

• Next: Restaurant Roundup! Meet in the lobby of the InterContinental at 
6:00 pm to gather with your Restaurant Roundup captain and group.

• Day 2 of Symposium will kick off tomorrow with breakfast starting at 
8:00 am! If you're leaving tomorrow, please leave your luggage with the 
hotel concierge if possible. 



Thank You to Our Sponsors
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